HEIRLOOM PROJECT

When closed, the
small desk hides its
function as a space-
- saving workcentre.
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Look past the classic design and you'll find that
efficient workspace is the name of the game here.

There’s a lot to be said for downsizing —
minimising the clutter while maintaining
the essentials. One way to work toward
this goal is to make the most efficient use
of limited space. Building this compact,
drop-front desk is guaranteed to put you
on the right road.

As you can see in the photo at left,
when not in use, the appearance is
neat and tidy. The benefit comes from
the clever way the small desk converts
into a wide-open workspace. To make
the switch, you simply fold back the
hinged top and then drop the door to its

www.australianwoodsmith.com.au

horizontal position. What you have now
is a surprisingly large and efficiently
organised desktop.

Inside, you'll find a two-drawer case
and a cubby that provide versatile stor-
age options. Between the two cases is
an open area perfectly sized to hold the
indispensable laptop computer. Every-
thing is right at your fingertips.

And to match the practical purpose of
the desk, you'll find the construction is
also no-nonsense. Traditional joinery and
techniques keep it manageable. After all,
simplicity is the watchword.
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CONSTRUCTION

OVERALL DIMENSIONS:

Dowel stop
supports closed door
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Vertical end slats
are joined to rails
with stub tenons

NOTE: Base built
with mortise and
tenon joinery
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Tabletop
fasteners
in groove
secure top
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Frame-and-panel
assembly encloses
back of base
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NOTE: ?/oen centre section of upper
case size

to store notebook computer

Concealed hinges
not visible on

surface of top Small cubby
unit provides

easy-access storage

NOTE: Door is supported
in horizontal position
by top of base

Frame-and-panel
door encloses
front of upper case

NOTE: Door panel flush
with inside of frame
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Short tapers on
legs lighten look of base
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Cut-out
on front rail

adds leg room NOTE: All parts are solid

wood excgot for frame

anels and drawer bottoms
Back frame constructed a

with stub tenon and
groove joinery

FIRST: Lift and fold back
front section of top

SECOND: Open door

to ‘horizontal position
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Door rests
against dowel
stop.

| Twin pin hinge
o installed flush
3 with case bottom

and door

SIDE SECTION VIEW
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